
Lesson Plan Template 
Unit Title Art History

Subject or Title Art

Grade Level or 
Content Area

Highschool Art Date/Time Spring

Time Frame 2 weeks (time may need to be adjusted)

Standards

Standard 2: Recognize significant works of art and the chronological development of art 
movements and historical periods. 
H.2.1 Proficient: Recognize and compare works of art, identifying them by artist, period, 
style, and geo-graphic location. 
Advanced: Analyze common characteristics across time and among cultural groups to 
analyze and identify influences.

Planning
Enduring 
Understandings

Significant works of art can be recognized by stylistic characteristics and by the artist’s 
own style.

Essential Questions
What are some personality traits of Vincent Van Gogh? What are stylistic characteristics of 
Van Gogh’s art? Why is Van Gogh so important to the art world? What art period did Van 
Gogh belong to? What can we learn about Van Gogh from his art?

!
Objective(s)

 Students will understand the basics of what Van Gogh was like as a person and be able to 
recognize his art.

Contextual Teaching

The choice board offers an abundance of hands-on art projects related to Vincent Van 
Gogh. These projects, and the free-choice research project, will help students understand 
Van Gogh’s life and his style of art. By understanding Van Gogh and his work, students will 
better understand the characteristics of post-impressionism and how Van Gogh affected 
future art and artists. This will help students grow culturally. Studying Van Gogh’s 
biography will also help students better understand the affects of depression, which is 
very relevant in the world today.

Assessment
Diagnostic (Pre-) Assessment(s): Vincent Van Gogh card game 
Formative Assessment(s): Check student progress as they work on their projects 
Summative (Post-) Assessment(s): Grade the projects and research paper that 
went with their free-choice project. Make sure they followed the rubric. 

Materials

Student Materials:  
Depending on the choice of projects 
students may need drawing pencils, sketch 
paper, poster board, magazines, canvas, 
paint, brushes, or a camera. Most of these 
materials would hopefully be provided at 
my school, but they may have to bring some 
of their own materials.

Teacher Materials:  
Clay, access to a kiln, canvas, paint, 
brushes, drawing pencils, sketch paper, 
access to a computer lab and Photoshop, 
poster board, magazines, paint, brushes, 
styrofoam balls, ribbon, Model Magic, 
Van Gogh cards

Differentiation

The choice board offers multiple mediums of art that students can choose from based off 
their interests. The free-choice research project does not have to be art related, so 
students have even more free reign. The choice board and rubric can be printed off in 
different languages for students still learning English. If a student with a disability feels 
they can not work quickly enough to make two projects, they can choose an art project 
and write their research paper along with it instead of creating a second independent 
project. 



Safety Concerns None

Lesson Introduction

Do Now or 
Bellwork

Duratio
n 
_______

Pre-assessment will be the bellwork. Students will get to play with two different sets of 
Van Gogh cards. One set will consists of paintings. A few by Van Gogh, and a few by various 
other artists. Student will put Van Gogh’s paintings in one pile, and the paintings not by 
Van Gogh in another. The second set of cards relate to Van Gogh biography. Each card will 
have a true or false statement about Van Gogh. True statements go in one pile and false 
statements go in another.

!
Opening

Duratio
n 

_______

I would also like to show a short video about Vincent Van Gogh 
before I introduce the choice board. Link to video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qv8TANh8djI 

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement

Specific Learning Activities 

Direct 
Instructio

n

Duration 
_______

-Pull choice board up on a projector 
-Pass out a choice board to each student 
-Explain how the choice board works. Students pick one art project 
and must do a free-choice project involving research. The free-
choice project does not have to be art related. 
-Give students time to read over the choice board and decide what 
art project they would like to do. 
-Students will then come up to me and tell me which art project 
they chose so I can give them a rubric. 
-Students then can brainstorm ideas for their free-choice projects. 
-By the next class, I would like the students to have an idea of 
what they would like to do for their free-choice project and discuss 
it with me.

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement

Independent 
Practice

Duration 
_______

-For the next two weeks, students will work independently on their 
projects in class. 
-Students doing the same art project can help each other with 
projects, but have to turn in their own piece.

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement

Extension 
Activities

Duration 
_______

If a student finishes their projects early, they can choose another 
project, or help another student complete their project.

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement

Conclusion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qv8TANh8djI


!

Closure Duration 
_______

We will do a gallery walk were the students’ art projects will be 
set around the classroom like an exhibit. This way, students can see 
their peers’ complete artworks.Students will be required to evalu-
ate/critique at least 5 of the art pieces and leave their comments 
next to the piece so the artist can collect the comments to read 
later. Students will also present their free-choice projects to the 
class and say what they learned about Vincent Van Gogh while 
working on their project. Projects will be graded to make sure stu-
dents mastered the material.

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement

Follow-up Duration 
_______

We will play the card game again so I can see if they were confused 
by his biography, artwork, or both. I will then find a video that 
goes over the material that the class didn’t understand and have 
students take notes on the video. We will then have a class 
discussion over the video. The next day, we will have a short quiz 
relating to the video. 

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement

Reference(s): http://cmae-adayinthelife.blogspot.com/2012/03/for-your-viewing-pleasure.html 
http://penseesduchoeur.tumblr.com/post/21217111394/katmouse-maison-de-van-
gogh-2004-2006-this 
http://www.crayola.com/for-educators/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/starry-night-orna-
ments.aspx 
Link to video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qv8TANh8djI

Reflection:

http://cmae-adayinthelife.blogspot.com/2012/03/for-your-viewing-pleasure.html
http://penseesduchoeur.tumblr.com/post/21217111394/katmouse-maison-de-van-gogh-2004-2006-this
http://www.crayola.com/for-educators/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/starry-night-ornaments.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qv8TANh8djI


 



!!



!


