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Unit title:  Photography Length: (# of days)  3 Weeks

Students & Grade Level: 
High School (Advanced)

Content Area: Art

Enduring Understandings:  Students will understand and apply elements and principles of design in their 
personal artwork using a variety of media and technique. Students will also be able to develop a range of 
subject matter and ideas for personal artwork and utilize skills of critique, reflection, and revision. 

Overarching Essential Questions:  How do I create a sense of mood in a photograph? Why do I need a 
professional website? What elements make a good or bad photograph? 

Dates: Fall Semester

How will prior knowledge be assessed? The scavenger hunt lesson will be practice for students so I can see how much they already know about 
taking photos. !
After analysis of pre-test data or diagnostic testing, how will individual student needs be planned for? I will talk to students one-on-one and go 
over what they are struggling with. I can do a demonstration for them on their camera to clear any confusion over camera usage. !
After analysis of pre-test data or diagnostic testing, how will collective needs of students be planned for? If most the class is struggling with 
the same issue, I will do a demo for the whole class and explain any confusion and take additional questions. After this introductory lesson, we 
will get into photography projects where students will have guidelines but a lot of creative freedom. 

Lesson/Date What Will Students Learn? How Will Students 
Demonstrate Mastery? 
Include Multiple Means 

of Representation, 
Multiple Means of 

Action and Expression, 
& Multiple Means of 

Engagement

How Will I Teach It To Students with Diverse Needs/
Abilities? !

Include Multiple Means of Representation, Multiple 
Means of Action and Expression, & Multiple Means of 

Engagement



Lesson #, 
Title and/or 
Date Lesson 1 
Day 1 August

Standards  
Standard 6: 
Develop a range 
of subject matter, 
symbols, and 
ideas for artwork 
and utilize skills 
of critique, 
reflection, and 
revision. 
Standard 7: 
Understand and 
apply elements of 
principles of 
design in personal 
works of art, 
utilizing a variety 
of media, tools, 
and processes.

Learning Objectives 
(stated in SWBATS) 
Students will be able 
to create a 
professional website 
to display artwork and 
take photos of 
artwork accordingly. 
Students will also use 
criticism and self-
reflection to improve 
their work.

Assessment (include 
formative, summative, 
performance tasks, 
traditional assessments, 
homework, journal 
entries, etc.) I will ask 
students who their 
favorite artists are and if 
they have seen their 
favorite artist’s website. 
This way, I can see if the 
students are familiar 
with artists’ websites. I 
will also listen during 
discussion to students’ 
response to check that 
students know the 
difference between good 
and bad websites.

Instructional Strategies 
with brief description of 
resources needed I will 
show examples of artists’ 
websites. Next, I will go 
over the semester 
assignment and show a 
rubric for the website they 
will create. I will also 
show examples of good 
and bad websites. I will 
ask students to share 
whether think the website 
is good or bad and they 
will have to share specific 
elements in the website to 
support their opinion. I 
will need a smartboard or 
projector. 

Student Activities/ 
Opportunities to Learn, 
Practice and Master  
Students will have the 
opportunity to participate 
in discussion over the 
examples of good and bad 
websites.

Lesson 1 Day 
2 Intro to 
Website 
Design !

Standard 6: 
Develop a range 
of subject matter, 
symbols, and 
ideas for artwork 
and utilize skills 
of critique, 
reflection, and 
revision. 
Standard 7: 
Understand and 
apply elements of 
principles of 
design in personal 
works of art, 
utilizing a variety 
of media, tools, 
and processes.

Students will be able 
to create a 
professional website 
to display artwork and 
take photos of 
artwork accordingly. 
Students will also use 
criticism and self-
reflection to improve 
their work.

I will assess students 
through discussion and 
the photo activity.

I will show students 
examples of good and bad 
photographs of art. Like 
before, we will discuss as 
a class why each example 
is either good or bad as 
well as the elements that 
make up good or bad 
photos of artwork. If we 
have time, I will assign 
groups give them an 
artwork they will have to 
photograph. They can just 
use cell phones since it is 
practice. I will need a 
projector or smartboard.

Students will have the 
opportunity to discuss the 
examples good and bad 
photographed artwork and 
take photos of artwork for 
practice.



Lesson 1 Day 
3 Intro to 
Website 
Design !

Standard 6: 
Develop a range 
of subject matter, 
symbols, and 
ideas for artwork 
and utilize skills 
of critique, 
reflection, and 
revision. 
Standard 7: 
Understand and 
apply elements of 
principles of 
design in personal 
works of art, 
utilizing a variety 
of media, tools, 
and processes.

Students will be able 
to create a 
professional website 
to display artwork and 
take photos of 
artwork accordingly. 
Students will also use 
criticism and self-
reflection to improve 
their work.

I will walk around during 
the students’  
independent exploration 
of the website platforms 
to check for 
understanding and 
answer questions.

We will go over three 
technological platform 
options students can 
choose from for their 
websites. I will go over the 
basics on how to use each 
platform. Students can 
bring their own technology 
or we can go to the 
computer lab so students 
can explore the platforms 
independently to see 
which one they would like 
to use to create their 
website.

Independent exploration of 
website platforms will give 
students the opportunity to 
practice what they just 
learned or ask questions 
over what they are 
confused about. 



Lesson 2 Day 
1 
Photography !

Standard 6: 
Develop a range 
of subject matter, 
symbols, and 
ideas for artwork 
and utilize skills 
of critique, 
reflection, and 
revision. 
Standard 7: 
Understand and 
apply elements of 
principles of 
design in personal 
works of art, 
utilizing a variety 
of media, tools, 
and processes.

Students will be able 
confidently operate a 
camera and take 
thoughtful photos 
according to proper 
technique.

I will check the cards 
when each group is 
finished to make sure 
they are correct.

At the beginning of the 
lesson, I will have a 
presentation where I will 
go over photography 
vocabulary. I will then split 
students into groups. Each 
group will have a turn to 
watch me do a 
photography demo. I will 
have the other groups that 
are waiting do a 
vocabulary card matching 
game over the terms we 
just went over. After the 
demos and card activity, I 
will introduce and explain 
the scavenger hunt 
activity. Students will 
photograph what is on 
their scavenger hunt list to 
practice operating their 
cameras. I will need a 
projector or smart board. I 
will need students to bring 
cameras and I will bring 
extras if I can.

The matching card game is 
an opportunity for students 
to practice what they 
learned.



Lesson 2 Day 
2 
Photography !

Standard 6: 
Develop a range 
of subject matter, 
symbols, and 
ideas for artwork 
and utilize skills 
of critique, 
reflection, and 
revision. 
Standard 7: 
Understand and 
apply elements of 
principles of 
design in personal 
works of art, 
utilizing a variety 
of media, tools, 
and processes.

Students will be able 
confidently operate a 
camera and take 
thoughtful photos 
according to proper 
technique.

 I will walk around and 
check on students 
throughout the 
scavenger hunt to check 
for understanding and 
answer questions.

Students will use class 
time to work on the 
scavenger hunt activity.

The activity gives students 
the opportunity to practice 
using their cameras.

Lesson 2 Day 
3 
Photography !

Standard 6: 
Develop a range 
of subject matter, 
symbols, and 
ideas for artwork 
and utilize skills 
of critique, 
reflection, and 
revision. 
Standard 7: 
Understand and 
apply elements of 
principles of 
design in personal 
works of art, 
utilizing a variety 
of media, tools, 
and processes.

Students will be able 
confidently operate a 
camera and take 
thoughtful photos 
according to proper 
technique.

 I will walk around and 
check on students 
throughout the 
scavenger hunt to check 
for understanding and 
answer questions.

Students will use class 
time to work on the 
scavenger hunt activity.

The activity gives students 
the opportunity to practice 
using their cameras. 



Lesson 2 Day 
4 
Photography !

Standard 6: 
Develop a range 
of subject matter, 
symbols, and 
ideas for artwork 
and utilize skills 
of critique, 
reflection, and 
revision. 
Standard 7: 
Understand and 
apply elements of 
principles of 
design in personal 
works of art, 
utilizing a variety 
of media, tools, 
and processes.

Students will be able 
confidently operate a 
camera and take 
thoughtful photos 
according to proper 
technique.

The critique will give me 
the opportunity to see if 
students understand how 
to use their camera and 
take good photos.

Students will choose their 
best three photos from the 
scavenger hunt to show 
the class for critique. The 
class and I will give 
feedback to each student. 
The students will turn in 
all photos they took for 
the scavenger hunt to me. 
I will need a projector and 
students may need flash 
drives.

The critique gives students 
the opportunity to practice 
constructive criticism and 
reflection so they can 
improve on their 
photography skills.

Lesson 3 Day 
1 
Photography !

Standard 6: 
Develop a range 
of subject matter, 
symbols, and 
ideas for artwork 
and utilize skills 
of critique, 
reflection, and 
revision. 
Standard 7: 
Understand and 
apply elements of 
principles of 
design in personal 
works of art, 
utilizing a variety 
of media, tools, 
and processes.

Students will be able 
confidently operate a 
camera and take 
thoughtful photos 
according to proper 
technique.

I will walk around during 
brainstorming time and 
ask students what ideas 
they have and if they 
have questions about the 
assignment.

I will introduce the next 
activity over mood. I will 
put different emotions in a 
jar, and students will 
randomly select an 
emotion. They will use the 
elements and principles of 
design (as well as their 
own creativity) to take at 
least 5 photos that convey 
the emotion they selected. 
The rest of class time will 
be used for questions and 
brainstorming ideas for 
their photos.

Brainstorming gives the 
students the opportunity to 
think about and process 
the assignment. 



Lesson 3 Day 
2 
Photography 

Standard 6: 
Develop a range 
of subject matter, 
symbols, and 
ideas for artwork 
and utilize skills 
of critique, 
reflection, and 
revision. 
Standard 7: 
Understand and 
apply elements of 
principles of 
design in personal 
works of art, 
utilizing a variety 
of media, tools, 
and processes.

Students will be able 
confidently operate a 
camera and take 
thoughtful photos 
according to proper 
technique.

I will walk around during 
work time and answer 
questions.

Students will use class 
time to work on their 
emotion assignment.

Students are practicing 
camera use independently 
as well as using creative 
and critical thinking.

Lesson 3 Day 
3 
Photography !

Standard 6: 
Develop a range 
of subject matter, 
symbols, and 
ideas for artwork 
and utilize skills 
of critique, 
reflection, and 
revision. 
Standard 7: 
Understand and 
apply elements of 
principles of 
design in personal 
works of art, 
utilizing a variety 
of media, tools, 
and processes.

Students will be able 
confidently operate a 
camera and take 
thoughtful photos 
according to proper 
technique.

I will walk around during 
work time and answer 
questions.

Students will use class 
time to work on their 
emotion assignment.

Students are practicing 
camera use independently 
as well as using creative 
and critical thinking.



!

Lesson 3 Day 
4 
Photography

Standard 6: 
Develop a range 
of subject matter, 
symbols, and 
ideas for artwork 
and utilize skills 
of critique, 
reflection, and 
revision. 
Standard 7: 
Understand and 
apply elements of 
principles of 
design in personal 
works of art, 
utilizing a variety 
of media, tools, 
and processes.

Students will be able 
confidently operate a 
camera and take 
thoughtful photos 
according to proper 
technique.

The critique gives me 
the opportunity to see if 
the majority of students 
followed the assignment 
correctly and that they 
are improving the 
photography skills.

Students will choose 3 to 5 
images from the 
assignment to show to the 
class for critique. They 
will send at least 5 photos 
to me for a grade.

The critique gives students 
the opportunity to practice 
constructive criticism and 
reflection so they can 
improve on their 
photography skills.
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