
Lesson Plan Template 
Unit Title Black History Month

Subject or Title Art

Grade Level or 
Content Area

Highschool Art Date/Time February

Time Frame Around two weeks (time may need adjusted)

Standards

Standard 2: Recognize significant works of art and the chronological development of art 
movements and historical periods. 
H.2.1 Proficient: Recognize and compare works of art, identifying them by artist, period, 
style, and geographic location. 
Advanced: Analyze common characteristics across time and among cultural groups to 
analyze and identify influences.

Planning

Enduring 
Understandings

Students will have a better understanding and appreciation for Black History month. They 
will be able to recognize African art and know about important African people and artists. 
They will study significant figures and be able to create something based off of their 
style.

Essential Questions
What are characteristics of African art? What is Black History Month all about? Who are 
some significant African Americans and what have they done that is important? What can 
we learn about these people from their art, poetry, music, folk tales, speeches, etc? How 
does African culture compare to your own?

!
Objective(s)

[All lesson plans should begin with a clear objective.  The objective should specify what 
the students will do that will show what they have learned. Objectives should be 
observable, measureable, clear, and written with action verbs, which tell what students 
will be able to do.  If you write them as SMART objectives, they will include all relevant 
information. Post the objective(s) of the lesson OR the Essential Question in the classroom 
and also explain the objective(s) to your students.]

Contextual Teaching

The Learning Menu offers multiple hands-on projects for students to choose from. These 
projects will help students better understand African culture. I want students to be able 
to understand cultures other than their own so that they have a better understanding and 
appreciation for all humans around them. I also want them to realize that sometimes, 
other cultures are not that much different from their own.

Assessment

Diagnostic (Pre-) Assessment(s): At the beginning of the lesson, I will give each 
student a post it note. They will have two minutes to write down anything they 
about Black History Month, African artists, important African Americans, or African 
culture. When the time is up, the students will put their post it notes on the board 
and we will read aloud the answers to see how much the class already knows. 
Formative Assessment(s): While the students are working on their projects in 
class, I will walk around to all the students to check their progress and see if they 
need any help. 
Summative (Post-) Assessment(s): Each project the student chooses will come 
with a rubric. I will grade each of their projects with the rubric to see how much 
they learned and if they had a good understanding of the material the projects 
were over.



Materials

Student Materials:  
Materials vary depending on the project. 
Most projects require access to a computer 
or computer lab. If they have any of their 
own art supplies (paints, markers, colored 
pencils, clay, etc) they are welcome to bring 
it to use for any of the projects they may 
choose. They may need a poster board.

Teacher Materials:  
Post it notes, paint, sculpting materials, 
colored pencils, markers, sketch paper, 
brushes, sketch pencils

Differentiation
The Learning Menu offers multiple projects so students can choose what they are most 
comfortable with. For students who may still be learning English, I can print off a menu 
and rubrics in the student’s preferred language.

Safety Concerns I don’t believe so

Lesson Introduction

Do Now or 
Bellwork

Duratio
n 
_______

At the beginning of the lesson, I will give each student a post it note. They will have two 
minutes to write down anything they about Black History Month, African artists, important 
African Americans, or African culture. When the time is up, the students will put their 
post it notes on the board and we will read aloud the answers to see how much the class 
already knows. 

!
Opening

Duratio
n 

_______

How will I get students’ attention and focus it on the subject 
matter of your lesson?  How will I check whether students know 
anything about the topic or have any preconceived notions? What 
are some common misconceptions that I might address? How will I 
build interest in the lesson? How will I engage students?  Can I tie 
my objectives to students’ interests and prior learning? Am I 
getting the students excited about learning this content?]

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement

Specific Learning Activities 

Direct 
Instructio

n

Duration 
_______

[Preteach vocabulary and/or concepts 
Use scaffolding and differentiation 
Be sure to check for understanding. Include the questions you will 
ask the students and the format.]

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement

Modeling Duration 
_______

[Show the students what you expect them to do – “I do” 
Introduce new material to students.  Demonstrate what you want 
the students to do.  Show them an example of the finished product 
and let them observe how to make that product. Make your 
thinking or the process visible for the students. Gradually involve 
the students more and more in this process. Be sure to check for 
understanding. Include the questions you will ask the students and 
in what format.] 

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement

Guided 
Practice

Duration 
_______

[Lead the students while slowly removing support – “We do” 
How will I scaffold the instruction so that students get enough 
support to complete the activities with the new learning? How will 
I provide feedback during this step so that they are learning the 
material correctly. Be sure to check for understanding. Include the 
questions you will ask the students.] 

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement



Independent 
Practice

Duration 
_______

[Letting students work – “You do” 
Let the students practice.  Will they work in pairs, in groups, or 
individually? Will they practice in class or at home? Feedback 
should be given as soon as possible once work is complete.]  

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement

Extension 
Activities

Duration 
_______

If a student finishes early, they are welcome to either choose 
another project from the learning menu, or create their own 
project based off Black History month.

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement

Conclusion

Closure Duration 
_______

[Develop a conclusion – “Wrap up the Lesson” 
Review.  Ask students to tell each other what they learned.  Ask 
students to share with the class.  Ask students to demonstrate.  
Complete the “L” column of a K-W-L chart.  Complete an “exit 
slip.” Ask students to summarize the key point in one sentence or a 
one-minute paper. Ask students to share what is most important to 
them from the lesson.   
Summative assessment – Have students achieved the lesson 
objective?]

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement

Follow-up Duration 
_______

[What will you do after the assessment if a student does not meet 
the intended learner outcomes? What if everyone does not get it? 
What new strategies will you use to help them catch on? When will 
you implement the follow-up activities?]

UDL: Multiple Means 
for: !

 Representation 
 Action & 
Expression 
 Engagement

Reference(s): [List all references or resources for materials used in preparing and/or executing the 
lesson.] 

Reflection:


